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fhe question of whether MIG-19 (FARMER) fighter aircraft have 
been supplied to the Chinese Commmist Air Force (CCAF) has been 
a matter of coneern to the intelligence commnity for more than a 
year. Some early reports from the GRC intelligence service were 
discounted by the US, but in June the USAF received photographic 
evidence of 10 FARMERS on a Chinese Communist airfield. 


The next piece of firm evidence was obtained by an observer 

- at the October 1 military display in Peiping where he sighted and 
photographed what he reported as 25 FARMERS with objects “resembling 
cannons" protruding from beneath the wings. One non-Conmunist military 
attache remarked that these objects looked very mech like Sidewinders. 
Missiles of the Sidewinder type could have been supplied to the CAF 

by the Soviet Union, but it is equally possible that the protuberances 
sighted on the fly-by aircraft were either wing tanks or unguided rockets. 


For some time the report based on the October 1 sighting was 
not completely accepted by US military intelligence. However, the 
services have now had a chance to study the photographs in detail 
and at the working level have agreed that the CCAF probably now 
has one jet fighter regiment equipped largely with FARMERS. 


The next revision of the Sino~Soviet Bloc air order of battle is 
scheduled for January 1, 1960. Until then there exists no document re- 
flecting the evidence cited above which has the official blessing of 
all the services. However, there is little doubt that the forthcoming 
revision will show at least 25 FARMERS in the operational inventory of 
the mee 


The MIG-19 is a supersonic fighter with a service ceiling of about 
(60,000 feet. 
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